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Spring is finally here—a season of renewal, growth, and fresh opportunities. 

Just as the world around us comes to life, this is the perfect time for us to 

think about how we can grow our Lodge. 

One of our biggest challenges is bringing in new members, especially younger 

individuals who can carry on our traditions while also shaping the future of 

our Lodge. We need members who are not only excited to join but who are 

willing to step up, get involved, and even take on leadership roles. If you 

know someone—a family member, a friend, or a neighbor—who would enjoy 

being part of our community, invite them to an event. Let’s work together to 

keep our Lodge strong and thriving. 

Speaking of events, the Syttende Mai Parade is just around the corner! This 

annual celebration is a wonderful opportunity to connect with family and 

friends, celebrate our Norwegian heritage, and enjoy the festivities after the 

parade. I encourage all of you to take part in this special day and help us 

showcase the strength and spirit of our Lodge. 

As we welcome the new season, let’s focus on growth—both in membership 

and in strengthening our bonds as a Lodge. I look forward to seeing you all 

soon! 

Warmly, 

 

Kimberly Breiland, President

WWW.LODGEBROOKLYN.ORG

  junE 
TBD 

Sporting Club Gjøa, Brooklyn 

   SEPTEMBER 
Sunday, September 21, 2025 

1:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
Sporting Club Gjøa, Brooklyn 

   PARADE 
 

Sunday, May 18, 2025

  APRIL 
Sunday, April 27, 2025 

1:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
Sporting Club Gjøa, Brooklyn 

http://www.lodgebrooklyn.org/
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Happy Spring! With spring here and winter over, a lot 
of lodges will be gearing up for Easter and 17th of May 
celebrations. 

The district is having several great events this year. In 
June there will be a long weekend cultural camp at 
Isle of the Palms, South Carolina from Thursday June 
26th to Sunday June 29th. It promises to be a 
fantastic event not to be missed, so if you are 
interested in going, sign up as soon as you can, as 
room are filling up fast. 

Another great event is the Third District Youth Camp 
at Camp Koininia in Highland Lake, New York from 
Sunday July 20th to Saturday July 26th. This is an 
event at which the children enjoy learning about 
Norwegian culture and heritage and make friends 
with children from other parts of the Third District. 
So, if you have children or grandchildren ages 8 to 17, 
I urge you to send them to this great camp, the 
children will be happy you did. 

The Third District Picnic is being held at Nansen 
Lodge on Staten Island, New York on Saturday 
August 23rd. Last year the picnic was a great success 
and looks like it will be even better this year. The 
District President’s Advisory Council, which is 
comprised of the president from each of our 8 districts, 
met on March 1st with the CEO of Sons of Norway, 
Dan Seyfried, and Chairman of the Sons of Norway 
International Board, Luella Grangaard, to discuss 
issues of importance to the 8 districts and district 
lodges. The main issues were communications from 
both the International Board and the home office 
staff, fraternal problems, and the dues increase causing 
membership losses. Dan and Luella agreed to have 
more open communications, stress the importance of 
the fraternal aspect of Sons of Norway and were sorry 
that there was a loss of members because of the dues 
increase. I hope they were sincere with what they 

said, but we can only hope. As I am the chairman of 
the District Presidents Advisory Council, I will be 
having Dan, Luella, and some home office staff on 
future meetings with the District Presidents. 

To get the members of the district to get to know 
more about the 4 new Third District board members 
who were elected at our last convention. I will be 
including in my messages a little bit about them in 
their own words. In this message I want to introduce 
you to Katie Brink the new Assistant District 
Secretary. Please read about what Katie had to say 
about herself. 

Assistant Secretary Katie Brink has been a member of 
Sons of Norway since 2017. She is currently the 
Secretary for Hampton Roads Lodge located in 
Virginia Beach, Virginia. Katie is involved in 
coordinating the District’s Cultural and Youth camps. 
She has extensive experience as a teacher 
collaborating with others and currently lives in the 
Richmond, Virginia area with her husband Drew. 

Karen and I are very pleased to have the opportunity 
to work with Katie. She has been a tremendous help 
already, always willing to step up to the plate and lend 
a hand. 

Until my summer message, Karen and I would like to 
wish you all a very Happy Easter and a great 17th of 
May. 

Fraternally, 
Stephen Helmold, Third District President

http://www.lodgebrooklyn.org/
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I missed the last meeting, but I’m glad to hear it went 
off without a hitch! Sigrun and Elaine did a fantastic 
job leading, and it sounds like the Lapskaus and the 
“Pass the Parcel” game were big hits. ‘'m happy to 
know everyone had a great time. 

Please consider supporting the Zone 7 fundraiser by 
purchasing a few sweets—details can be found in this 
newsletter. 

As you know, Nansen Lodge will be hosting the Third 
District Annual Picnic. Lodges have been asked to 
contribute, and one of the best ways to help is by 
donating a raffle gift basket or a gift card. We’ll discuss 
this further at our April meeting. 

 

Business 

• D17 completed 
• 990N submitted 
• Lodge Brooklyn Activity Report submitted 
• Donation in the name of Njål Svege sent to  

District Lodge No. 3 Charitable Trust  
 

 

Youth Camp and Cultural Weekend 

Included in this issue, you’ll find the flyer and the 
Summer Youth Camp application. We encourage you 
to consider the young members of your family who 
would enjoy and benefit from a culturally enriching 
weekend filled with friendship and fun! 

We have also included a flyer for the Third District 
Cultural Weekend as well as the application. 
 
 

On Another Note 

Please remember to save stamps and postcards for the 
Tubfrim program. Alice Svege will be collecting all 
contributions. 

First Norwegian Astronaut 

History is being made in space exploration. Last year 
it was announced that a four-person crew will conduct 
a spaceflight orbiting the Earth’s two poles for the first 
time. None of the crew has ever been in space before, 
although each brings a unique skill set to the team. 
Leading them on the 3 to 5 day mission is Jannicke 
Mikkelsen, a Norwegian from Svalbard, Norway. This 
makes her the country’s first astronaut. Another 
Norwegian connection is that the mission is named 
Fram2, a nod to the ship that was used by Norwegian 
explorers Nansen and Amundsen in their polar 
explorations.  

Mikkelsen is a filmmaker and cinematographer who 
specializes in 3D, virtual reality, and visual effects. 
One of her major contributions to this mission will be 
to film as they are in orbit. The purpose of the mission 
is for research. First, is to study the effects of radiation 
exposure on the human body, since the polar orbit is 
known to have higher levels. They will also study 
other aspects of human physiology and psychology as 
it relates to the effects of space travel to inform future 
space endeavors. The second area of research that the 
mission will contribute to is related to the northern 
lights phenomenon.   

While it may seem unconventional to have a 
filmmaker go into space as part of a mission, Jannicke 
Mikkelsen’s story is by no means conventional either. 
At just 10 years old, after a horse-riding accident that 
left her in a wheelchair, she developed a fascination 
with and love of all things space-related. At age 12, 
she applied for a job at NASA. She even made it 
through the first round of selections, until her mother 
had to clarify that she was a bit too young to actually 
work for them. When she regained her ability to walk, 
she went on to become an accomplished speed skater 
and even trained for the Olympics before getting her 
degree in film.  

http://www.lodgebrooklyn.org/
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LODgE BROOkLYn MEETIng DATES

17TH Of MAY PARADE 
 

Sunday, May 18, 2025 
1 PM until 5 PM 

Celebrating 200 years of Norwegian Immigration 
1825 - 2025

APRIL MEETIng 
Sunday, April 27, 2025 

1 PM until 5 PM 
Sporting Club Gjøa, Brooklyn 

   • Requested donation of $15 SON members,  
$20 all others, Children under 12 FREE 

   • Food, Raffles, and Fun!

SEPTEMBER BBQ MEETIng 
Sunday, September 21, 2025 

1 PM until 5 PM 
Sporting Club Gjøa, Brooklyn 

   • Requested donation of $15 SON members,  
$20 all others, Children under 12 FREE 

   • Burgers + Hot Dogs, Raffles, and Fun!

junE BBQ MEETIng 
 

TBD

http://www.lodgebrooklyn.org/
http://www.lodgebrooklyn.org/
http://www.lodgebrooklyn.org/
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CROWnIng MISS nORWAY 
Saturday, April 12, 2025 

2 PM 
Arthur Nilsen Banquet Hall 

Norwegian Christian Home and Health Center 
1250 67th Street, Brooklyn, NY 

   • $25 Adults, $10 Kids 12 + under, Free under 3

AfTER THE nORTH POLE 
Sunday, April 6, 2025 
7 PM until 8:30 PM 
WORD Bookstore 

126 Franklin Street, Brooklyn, NY 11222 

Meet the author Erling Kagge, in discussion with 
Academy award winning actor Timothy Hutton

3D COASTAL RETREAT 2025 
June 26 - June 29, 2025 

Isle of Palms 
2101 Palm Blvd., Isle of Palms, SC 

   • Scandinavian dancing, hardanger fiddling, 
rosemaling, bunads, and more. 

   • Click here for more info!

75TH AnnIvERSARY 
OSLO LODgE 

Saturday, April 12, 2025 
Beginning at 5 PM 

Hathaway Homestead 

For more info contact kimberly@lodgebrooklyn.org

CAnCELED

http://www.lodgebrooklyn.org/
https://wordbookstores.com/event/2025-04-06/word-presents-erling-kagge-after-north-pole
https://wordbookstores.com/event/2025-04-06/word-presents-erling-kagge-after-north-pole
https://3dsofn.org/event/3d-sons-of-norway-coastal-retreat-2025/
http://kimberly@lodgebrooklyn.org
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    Aveline Burke-McLoughlin     April 2 

                      Kjellaug Tangen     April 2 

                       Victoria Hofmo     April 4 

                      Greta Gustafson     April 9 

                 Hailey Louise Papa     April 9 

                          Daniel Sayani     April 11 

                   Kimberly Breiland     April 14 

                      Oddbjorg Olsen     April 16 

Bertram Hauk Okpokwasili IV     April 28 

                          Sigrun Larsen     May 5 

  Sophia Adannia Okpokwasil      May 6 

                    Peter C Johansen     May 8 

               Corinne Alexis Hall     May 8 

                    Daniel E Johnson     May 12 

 Oleander Burke-McLoughlin     May 14 

                        Signe Sabaugh     May 15 

                 Mildred Lundegard     May 17 

   Martina M Leonard-Fossum     May 18 

                      Janet G Faaland     May 18 

                  Charlotte Bourbon     May 29 

                           Leo Bourbon     May 29 

                          Inger L Fisher     May 30

Your donation is a voluntary act which helps pay for the 
publication and distribution of our Lodge newsletter.  

If you would like a printed version of this newsletter 
snail-mailed to you please send $25 to cover the cost of  

nEWSLETTER BOOSTERS

Robert McKeever, CLU 
Financial Benefits Counselor 
 
www.SONSOFNORWAY.com

Phone: (800) 561-1492 
Cell: (631) 672-5340 
Fax: (631) 863-2204 

eMail: Bob@rmclu.com

              Member                  Amount                  Date 

                                        gRATuLERER MED DAgEn

Advertise in the Lodge Brooklyn Newsletter! 

This space is available — $50 for 8 issues 

 

 

For more information contact  
Kimberly@LodgeBrooklyn.org

http://www.lodgebrooklyn.org/
http://www.lodgebrooklyn.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Brooklyn-Girl-Growing-Norwegian-York-ebook/dp/B09NYDD1NT
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Lodge Brooklyn celebrates the traditions and history of the 
Norwegian and American Norwegian culture. We have a reputation 
as being fun, down to earth, and lighthearted. We gather and share 
past memories and create new ones in a warm and welcoming 

Sons of Norway   |   Lodge Brooklyn 3-243  |  PO Box 522, Tuxedo, NY 10987 
Tel: 1-917-523-3266  |  Email: Kimberly@LodgeBrooklyn.org 
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LodgeBrooklyn

LODgE BROOkLYn, EST. nOv. 22 1923

nORWEgIAn Egg COffEE

President: Kimberly Breiland 

Vice-President: Sigrun Larsen 

Secretary: Gyda Arber 

Treasurer: Elaine Breiland 

Publicity Director: Kimberly Breiland 

Activity Committee: Alice Spicer  

Alisa Spicer 

Membership Chair: Alice Svege

OffICERS

Editor-in-Chief: Kimberly Breiland 
Photographer: Kimberly Breiland

WHO’S WHO

Contact: Kimberly Breiland 
via Phone: 917-523-3266 
via e-Mail: Kimberly@LodgeBrooklyn.org 
via Snail Mail: PO Box 522 

TO COnTRIBuTE OR 
RECEIvE nEWSLETTER

Contact: Kimberly Breiland 
via Phone: 917-523-3266 
via e-Mail: Kimberly@LodgeBrooklyn.org 
via Snail Mail: PO Box 522 

BECOME A MEMBER1. Beat egg in a small bowl with a fork. Add coffee grounds and 
mix until you have a sludge. 

2. Bring 7 cups of water to a boil in a large coffee pot or saucepan. 
Add coffee/egg mixture. Continue boiling until the foam 
disappears – about 3 minutes. Remove from heat. 

3. Add 1 cup of cold water to the coffee pot. This will help settle 
the grounds.  

4. Pour coffee through a strainer to catch any loose grounds. Serve.

• 5 Tbsp. coffee (medium grind works best  

• 1 egg

http://Kimberly@LodgeBrooklyn.org
http://www.lodgebrooklyn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LodgeBrooklyn3243/
http://Kimberly@LodgeBrooklyn.org
http://Kimberly@LodgeBrooklyn.org

